OBITUARY
We regret to announce the death of our old comrade, Capt. Arthur Kelly, at Welwyn, Hertfordshire, on 29th April, 1937. He enlisted in the 5th R.I. Lancers, and came out to India and joined the Regiment at Ambala, about 1904. He will be remembered as a very capable gymnastic instructor.

The following appreciation and account of his funeral appeared in the Welwyn Times of 6th May :-

“ARTHUR KELLY.

“A Beloved Captain.’

“ It is difficult to imagine the Garden City without Kelly. He was one of the early residents, and for over a decade has been part and parcel of the life of the town. It is not sufficient to say that he was popular. In a very real sense he was loved – a phrase that cannot be used with sincerity of more than a few people in any place. 

“ Though Donald Hankey in ‘the Beloved Captain,’ written during the war years, described a very different person, the essential qualities of the man he described were so much those which endeared Kelly to us that the passing of Kelly from our midst recalled that famous description to mind. 

“ Welwyn has been fortunate in the number of men and women who, during the last seventeen years, have served it in their generation, but there are few who contributed more in an unassuming way that did Kelly. 

It is well when such a man passes from our midst to do more than say we are sorry or sad, or that ‘he will be missed.’ To me at any rate it seems that we should ask why he will be missed, and consider what were the services he rendered, and the qualities he possessed. It is not so much what Kelly did, as what he was. Certain qualities he possessed to a supreme degree. 

“ First and foremost – a real love of humanity. In all his dealings with youth, and they were many, especially in connection with the Boy Scouts, and the physical training of boys and girls, he made youth feel that he was really interested in them, and really cared about them. They were not just members of a Troup or class, but individuals, in whose welfare he was vitally interested. And what was important, and where so many people fail – he was just as interested in those who were clumsy, or without natural aptitude, as in those who were successful.

“ It was the same in his dealings with his contemporaries. Unlike most of us, he was not critical of others, nor talked against people behind their backs. More-over, he was a man devoid of any kind of conceit, and never pushed himself forward. What he did, he did for the love of doing it, without any desire to obtain credit. 
“ After a distinguished career as a physical training instructor in the army he used his expert knowledge and ability to the full, but no one ever got the impression that he was trying to ‘show off’.

“ He was a man of great simplicity, as were Ebenezer Howard, John Fry, and Richard Wallhead, who in varying ways gave similar service to the community. 

“ Our sorrow in his passing from amongst us will be mingled with gratitude for what he was. We shall all feel the better for having known him.

                                                                                       “R L REISS.”

“Capt. Kelly was buried on Monday. The service was held at St. Francis, and afterwards at Hatfield Hyde, by the Rev. W. Hardcastle, assisted by the Rev. J. P. P. Gorton, Chaplain to the British Legion. The funeral cortege was headed by Capt. Dougherty, and Jack Palmer of the Fire Brigade, and a party of representatives of the British Legion and Women’s Branch of the Legion. Councillor Mrs. Hopkyns represented the Urban District Council. Representatives from the Bridge Club, and other town organizations were also present. His old regiment, the 12th Lancers, sent at detachment of ten. Four acted as bearers, and two stood with lance pennons flying in the breeze outside the church door whilst the service was proceeding. At Hatfield Hyde two trumpeters of the Lancers paid the final tribute with the notes of the Past Post” 

