
  

Welwyn Garden City

‘High Street’

Part 3     1960s – present day



  

• By the late 60s, the town had expanded and the number of shops had grown 
significantly

• A major change to the town was the building of the Howard Centre completed in 
1992.

• The Howard Centre has changed the town's shopping significantly but has led to 
the growth of numerous charity shops and coffee shops.

Welwyn Garden City – High Street Shops 1969 - 2010



  

Welwyn Garden City – High Street Shops 1969 - 2010



  

Welwyn Garden City – High Street Shops 1969 – 2010  (Cont)
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Aerial Picture of town centre 1969

Welwyn Department Store
Howardsgate

Railway Station

Welwyn Theatre
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Howardsgate – Eastern Gas and Munts 
(Now Nero Cafe and Halfords)

Stonehills – Cooperative Society
(Now Debenhams)1960s

Early 60’s Stonehills – Munts and Dickenson & Adams (Garage)



  

1960s – Shop Adverts



  

Welwyn Garden City Town Centre - 1989

The Howard Centre under construction

Welwyn Department StoreHowardsgate



  

Welwyn Garden City – High Street Shops 2010 – Howard Centre 

•     The Howard Centre was opened in 1992

•     A number of shops transferred in from the    
existing ‘High Streets’ as well as a number of 
new ones.

•     Vacancies created in the town centre were 
taken up by Charity Shops, Opticians, Estate 
Agents and Building Societies



  

Howard Centre Interior

Welwyn Garden City – High Street Shops 2010 – Howard Centre 



  

To the present day..

• Welwyn Garden City does not have a High Street in the accepted sense. 
Shopping has evolved over a number of connected roads all centred around 
Howardsgate.

• In the last 30 years, significant changes have taken place:
– Increased number and choice of shops
– Driven by increasing population of Welwyn Garden City
– Has overtaken Hatfield as a main shopping centre

• Increasing traffic and car ownership have created major problems to parking and 
getting around

– Far beyond what the original founders could have envisaged in the 1920s

• The Howard Centre and John Lewis have become the focal and main shopping 
areas in the town.

• John Lewis, which took over Welwyn Department Store in the 1980s, dominates, 
bringing in shoppers from around the surrounding district making Welwyn 
Garden City a popular shopping town to the detriment of the traffic problems.
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